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What are child
soldiers?
“Any person below 18 years of age who
is or who has been recruited or used by
an armed force or armed group in any
capacity, including but not limited to
children, boys and girls, used as
fighters, cooks, porters, messengers,
spies or for sexual purposes... It does
not only refer to a child who is taking or
has taken a direct part in hostilities.”

The Plight of
Palestinian
Children
Child Soldiers are still used in
several countries around the
world. However, their use by
Palestinian paramilitary and
terrorists organizations is largely
ignored

UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child

Hamas, Fatah, Palestinian Islamic
Jihad, PFLP and more are all using
Palestinian children as soldiers,
against international law. They’re
used as combatants, human
shields, rioters, laborers, support
staff, and even as suicide
bombers.

Palestinian
Child Soldiers
in Numbers
Over 10,000 in Child
Militia Training Camps
Hamas, the ruling power in the Gaza Strip,
has been supplementing its manpower by
training around 10,000 children each year
to be part of its child militia.

+160 Child Combat
Engineers Killed
Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad employ
children as "combat engineers" to dig
attack tunnels in extremely dangerous
conditions. By 2012, +160 children were killed
digging tunnels for terrorist groups. This
.practice continues today

$83 to be a Human Shield
Terrorist organizations have been paying
Palestinian children as young as 9 years old
to go to the front-lines of violent riots.
In times of war, children are strategically
placed to protect military instillations or
operatives.

Dozens Die in Suicide Attacks
Children are used as disposable cannon
fodder by terrorist organizations. In the
early 2000s, 39 died as suicide bombers.
Between 2015-2016, more than thirty were
coerced to perform stabbing attacks.

